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	Introduction

Identify
Summary
	Identifies the author, the name of the article, enticing the reader to read more
Offers a succinct summary without over retelling while focusing on the main idea  and argument
	Identifies author and offers a brief summary of the argument while attempting to entice the reader to read more
Summarizes the article well with little retelling while focusing on the main idea and argument
	May identify author and offers a brief summary of argument but does little to entice reader to read more
Some summary, retelling, and focus on main idea ad argument
	Minimal: may not identify the article or author or offer any enticement.
Entire essay is summary or little to no summary is there
	

	Description of Strategies
	Strongly describes and analyzes two strategies, using rhetorical terminology and specific examples
	good description and analysis of two strategies, using rhetorical terminology and specific examples 
	Some to moderate description and analysis of two strategies. Terms may be unclear or evidence may be weak.
	Vague or limited analysis of  strategies.  Terms are general, not rhetorical, and unclear.  Veers off subject
	

	Structure
	Strong analysis of overall structure, explaining how it furthers the aim of the  argument, using key terminology and specific examples
	Good analysis of overall structure, explaining how it furthers the aim of the  argument, using key terminology and specific examples
	Some analysis of overall structure, explaining how it furthers the aim of the  argument.  Some terms are unclear or evidence may be weak
	Vague analysis of overall structure, explaining how it furthers the aim of the  argument.  Terms are general and lack sufficient evidence
	

	Assumptions
	Provides strong analysis of  the assumptions, using key terminology and specific examples from the reading
	Offers analysis of the reading’s assumptions, using key terminology and specific examples from the reading
	Some analysis of the reading’s assumptions, terms unclear or evidence is a bit weak.
	Vague or limited analysis of  assumptions, vocabulary is general with little to no  evidence.
	

	Conclusion

Convinced
	Conclusion is strong.  The reader comments on why the argument convinces. Recaps main points and leaves reader with something to think about.
	Conclusion is recognizable.  The reader tells why the argument convinces.  Some recap of main points.
	Conclusion is there but vaguely restated with little to no attempt to recap main points of essay.
	May be no conclusion or the paper just ends.
	

	Sentence Skills
	The essay is free from grammatical or mechanical errors. Word choice is specific, purposeful, dynamic, and varied throughout essay

 
	Grammatical or mechanical errors exist, but not enough to distract from reading

Word choice is specific , and somewhat varied throughout essay
	Grammatical or mechanical errors distract somewhat from reading. Word choice is often unspecific, generic, redundant, and clichéd 
	Paper is full of grammatical and mechanical errors

Word choice is excessively redundant, clichéd, and unspecific

Sentences are very unclear
	

	MLA
	Conforms to MLA rules for formatting and citation of sources.
	Conforms to MLA rules for formatting and citation of sources with minor exceptions
	Conforms to MLA rules for formatting and citation of sources with several, somewhat major, exceptions
	Often fails to conform to MLA rules for formatting and citation of sources
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