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The  Compar e / Co n t r a s t  Es s ay  
 
First, letÕs explain compare and contrast: 
 
When we compare, we show our readers a subject 's similarit ies. 
When we cont rast , we show our readers a subject 's differences. 
 
Compare and Contrast essays are 
learning-process essays.  You learn 
about your subject as you gather and 
organize information. 
 
This type of essay takes a bit of 
organization, and it's this 
organizational process, this 
gathering of facts, that helps you 
learn as you go. 
 
You will create lists of qualities or 
traits that each of your subjects has, and as you do this, you will discover insights to your 
subject that, at first glance, you may not have realized were there. 
 
ItÕs like buying a new shirt.  The moment you spread it out on your bed, you start seeing 
things you hadn't noticed in the store.  Perhaps a button is loose, or the pocket is torn, or 
it's a size too big.  But there's more!  As an intelligent, probing writer you're going to ask 
questions of this shirt: why, what, where, when, how, who.  Why are buttons on the 
collar?  What other type of shirt does this shirt remind you of?  Where was it made?  
When was it made?  How did it get to your store and into your hands?  Who made it?  
The questions are endless.  But you must ask them to understand your subject.  Using 
why, what, where, when, how, who, you to probe into the core and the reason this shirt 
exists. 

 
The same type of probing and uncovering will happen to you as 
you outline your subject's qualities. YouÕll discover all sorts of 
new things as you ask why, what, where, when, how, who, and 
as you uncover these new points, your essay will change.  In the 
end, most essays end up far different than expected. 
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Your Thesis 
 
You will offer a thesis, like in an argumentative essay, but in this essay, your thesis sets 
the tone of your paper.  In other words, through your thesis, you want the reader to 
understand what you plan to compare or contrast. 
 
Keep it simple: Your thesis will be one or two sentences on what you want to offer 
(your subject), and if youÕre comparing or contrasting. 
 
Getting Started 
 
If possible, find an interesting subject about which you can write.  This is important 
because your enthusiasm will show in your work. 
 
This essay calls for an outline list: you are going to list the qualities of both subjects, 
qualities that can be compared, contrasted, or shared. 
 
For example: let's say your comparing and contrasting surfing to snowboarding.  Your 
first job is to list the qualities of each subject.  From these qualities and your insight, you 
can then develop your thesis. 
 
Qualities of A: surfing 
 

Shared Qualities Qualities of B: 
snowboarding 

surf on water 
 

both use a water medium snowboard on snow 
 

need wetsuits and trunks both require special clothing 
 

need winter clothes and 
boots 
 

 
A thesis that will set the tone of your essay for the qualities above might read: Though 
surfing and snowboarding are done in different seasons, these sports have more 
similarities than differences. 
 
Of course, the list above is incomplete, and, perhaps, not as academic is we would want it 
to be.  But itÕs a start.  You keep listing qualities until you believe you have enough 
information to write a valid essay.  A list of five to ten qualities works well for the 
average paper.  But you may have to list twenty qualities to get five that will  work for 
you.  When listing, it is good to overdo it; this way, when you're ready to write your 
paper, you can weed out the qualities that won't work and pick the best of the bunch. 
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Three Parts 
 
Opening: You will 
begin your essay, 
introducing the 
subjects you plan to 
compare and contrast 
and ending your fist 
paragraph with your 
thesis.  
 
Body: text by text 
(first discuss all of A 
and then discuss all of 
B) or point by point 
(alternate between A 
and B).  In this class 
you will stick to point 
by point. And you will  either compare or contrast, not both.  Be careful, sometimes going 
point by point can make your writing sound tedious and repetitive.  Watch your language 
and transition words.  Use several points at a time.   
 
Ending: As in the argumentative essay, bring it all together.  Allow your ending to go 
back to your thesis.  Use the transitional words on the next page to help your paperÕs 
coherence.  Transitions and other connecting words and connecting sentences should be 
used throughout.   
 
Remember: There are no hard and fast rules as to how many comparisons or contrasts 
you should offer.  For a thorough look into your subject, you must offer enough 
comparisons or contrasts or both to make a valid statement. 
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Transitional Words (Conjunctival Adverbs) 
 
Use these words to help you connect your thoughts, your sentences, and your paragraphs: 
 
(Lest you wish to sound pedantic, tiptoe with caution through words such as "indeed," and "of 
course.") 
 
addition     
again, also, and, and then, besides, equally important, finally, first, further, furthermore, in 
addition, in the first place, last, moreover, next, second, still, too 
 
comparison     
also, in the same way, likewise, similarly 
 
concession     
granted, naturally, of course 
 
contrast     
although, and yet, at the same time, but at the same time, despite that, even so, even though, for 
all that, however, in contrast, in spite of, instead, nevertheless, notwithstanding, on the contrary, 
on the other hand, otherwise, regardless, still, though, yet 
 
emphasis     
certainly, indeed, in fact, of course 
 
example or illustration     
after all, as an illustration, even, for example, for instance, in conclusion, indeed, in fact, in other 
words, in short, it is true, of course, namely, specifically, that is, to illustrate, thus, truly 
 
summary     
all in all, altogether, as has been said, finally, in brief, in conclusion, in other words, in particular, 
in short, in simpler terms, in summary, on the whole, that is, therefore, to put it differently, to 
summarize 
 
time sequence     
after a while, afterward, again, also, and then, as long as, at last, at length, at that time, before, 
besides, earlier, eventually, finally, formerly, further, furthermore, in addition, in the first place, 
in the past, last, lately, meanwhile, moreover, next, now, presently, second, shortly, 
simultaneously, since, so far, soon, still, subsequently, then, thereafter, too, until, until now, 
when 
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Value Words (words that raise awareness of the reader)  
Resistant, crucial, absurd, logical, important, negligent, telling, ethical, nightmare,  
observant, bleak, restrictive, amalgam, disgusting, marginal, insignificant,  
primordial, reasonable, compelling, consistent, resistant, undesirable, sufficient,  
remarkable, focus, should, affinity, foreshadows, equivocal, necessary, evident,  
persuasive, tarnish.  
  
Signal Words  
Words that introduce ideas (use with author!s names)  
Demonstrates  
Comments, describes  
Reports  
Says, points out  
Contends, develops  
Concludes, argues  
Proposes  
Warns  
Emphasizes  
Notes  
Observes  
Predicts, insists, indicates  
  
Word Bridges  
(Words that connect ideas.  These are great for transitioning)  
Moreover, further  
Conversely  
Nevertheless (don!t use however for nevertheless)  
Nonetheless  
Additionally  
For example  
However, but  
Furthermore  
Therefore  
Finally, in conclusion  
First, second. . .  
Consequently  
Also, specifically, for instance  
Similarly, on the other hand  
Next, hence  
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           Compar e  Con t r as t  Gr i d  
 
    SUBJECT A    SHARED QUALITIES     SUBJECT B  
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Out l i ne For m f or  Compar e Cont r ast  Essays 
 
Thesi s St at ement  
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Qual i t y  #1 f or  par agr aph #2 
 
 
 
 
Speci f i c  suppor t _______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Compar at i ve/ Cont r ast i ng Qual i t i es f or  par agr aph #2 
 
 
 
 
Speci f i c  suppor t _______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Qual i t y  #2 f or  par agr aph #3 
 
 
 
 
Speci f i c  suppor t _______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



                                             Lanzbom comp/cont  8 

 
Compar at i ve/ Cont r ast i ng Qual i t i es f or  par agr aph #3 
 
 
 
 
Speci f i c  suppor t _______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Qual i t y  #3 f or  par agr aph #4 
_______________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
Speci f i c  suppor t _______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Compar at i ve/ Cont r ast i ng Qual i t i es f or  par agr aph #4 
 
 
 
 
Speci f i c  suppor t _______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Concl usi on 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
                      
Outline Form for Essays (Must be filled out and handed in with your  essay)  ddwav 
vvvvvvvvvvvddddd   dddddd 
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Paragraphs 

 
 
 
 P               O                   I                               N                           T  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 SUPPORT  SUPPORT  SUPPORT 
 
Besides transitioning from the paragraph above, every paragraph should begin with a 
point or topic sentence.  These are one of the three points found in your plan of 
development in your first paragraph.  LetÕs look at an example plan of development: 
 
Because it gets us into nature, keeps us healthy, and is an individual sport, surfing may be one of 
the best sports to consider. 
 
The plan of development or your points: 
1. Because it gets us into nature,  
2. keeps us healthy,  
3. and is an individual sport 
 
These three points will be found as your topic sentences at the start of each paragraph 
 
The Thesis: this is the underlying theme of your paper 
Surfing may be one of the best sports to consider. 
 
And as the illustration above shows us: You offer  at least three supports for your  topic 
sentence.  In larger  papers, you may have to offer  more. 
 

 
Surfing  gets us                      into                                         nature                       

 
 
 
 
 

 Outdoor sport  In the ocean  Weather affects surfing 
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Compare or Contrast Checklist 
 
______I have made it clear in my opening paragraph what two things I will write about 
and whether I will compare or contrast.   
 
______I offered a good strong thesis letting the reader know what I plan to compare or 
contrast.   
 
_____I have offered three points in which I wil l compare and contrast my two subjects        
 
_____ I stuck to my method of development: looking, in order, at one side at a time. 
 
_____I have used transition words as I moved to each subject and from paragraph to 
paragraph, so my essay reads smoothly like water rolling down a hill.  There are no 
sudden changes of subjects without gracefully transitioning into them. 
 
______My concluding paragraph binds my two subjects together and brings me back to 
the thesis of my essay.      
 
______My simple sentences offer one thought only.  
 
______I vary my sentences.  I make sure to use compound and complex sentences, so my 
essay has a musical quality to it, but I do not overdo it.   
 
______I have reviewed my essay and removed all redundant words.  I avoided wordiness 
and stuck to concision. 
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Checklist  
 
______Prewriting  
 
______Grid (comparing qualities)  
 
______Outline  
 
______Rough draft  
 
______Edited drafts (with correction marks)  
 
 
 
 
Evaluate Your Essay  
 
_______ Read the essay once without making any comment  
 
 
________Draw a line under any awkward wording that is difficult 
to understand  
 
_______Draw a two lines under questionable spelling  or grammar  
 
_______Highlight the thesis statement (or draw a wavy line under 
it)  
 
_______Highlight or wavy line under the main quality in each 
paragraph  
 
_______Look for transitional words and phrases, and if there are 
none, make notes on your paper to pu t them in.  
 
_______Write the words ÒvagueÓ or ÒspecificÓ in the margins next              
to specific details.  
 
_______Circle or highlight: slang, clichŽs, repetition, and 
misspelled words  
 
________Pull out Hacker or open up the Hacker site: review your 
MLA.  If format is off, fix it.  
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Grading Rubr ic for  Essays and Papers 
 
Grade A B C D 
Unity 
(Purpose) 

¥ Thesis is not only 
argumentative, but is 
also ÒsurprisingÓ or 
ÒriskyÓ and responds 
to assignment clearly. 

¥ EssayÕs purpose is 
clear, shows strong 
plan of development 
and originality. 

¥ All mater ial on target 
in suppor t of thesis. 
Makes one point and 
sticks to it. 

¥ Thesis is 
argumentative, 
responds to assignment 
clearly and reflects 
authorÕs purpose 

¥ EssayÕs purpose is 
clear, but could use a 
little more originality 
and independent 
thought 

¥ Good sense of material 
but point is spread too 
thin, maybe off Point a 
bit. 

¥ Thesis is 
argumentative, but 
could respond to 
assignment and reflect 
authorÕs purpose more 
clearly 

¥ EssayÕs purpose is 
somewhat clear, but 
lacks originality and 
independent thought 

¥ Barely hits the target in 
support of thesis, but 
does stick to a point. 

¥ Thesis not 
argumentative and 
does not respond to 
assignment or 
reflect authorÕs 
purpose clearly 

¥ EssayÕs purpose is 
unclear 

¥ Off target, unclear. 
Not sure what 
point is. 

Support: Do 
you back up 
your points? 

¥ Plan of development 
supported through 
specific evidence and 
sound, thorough 
reasoning  

¥ Topic sentence 
identifies paragraphÕs 
content. 

¥ Strong, vivid specifics 
that support the topic 
sentence 

¥ Plan of development is 
supported with a good 
amount of evidence 
and sound reasoning. 

¥ Topic sentences reflect 
most paragraphs 
content but not totally 
on target. 

¥ Specific evidence is 
there but not as strong 
or vivid as it could be. 

¥ Plan of development is 
supported with some 
evidence and 
reasoning. 

¥ Topic sentences do not 
consistently reflect 
paragraph content 

¥ Specific evidence is 
somewhat unclear and 
a bit ineffective.. 

¥ Claims and ideas 
are underdeveloped 
and unsupported  

¥ Topic sentences 
unclear or non-
existent 

¥ Specific evidence 
is unclear and 
ineffective. 

Coherence:  
Organized 
and 
connected 

¥ Overall message of 
paragraphs is logical 
and purposeful with a 
clear method of 
organization. 

¥ Quotes are synthesized 
well with text. 

¥ Transitions and 
connecting words used 
to tie material together.  
Good sense of flow. 

¥ Overall message of 
paragraphs is mostly 
logical and purposeful 
yet organized 

¥ Quotes are synthesized 
fairly well with text. 

¥ Transitions indicate 
relationships between 
paragraphs.  OK sense 
of flow. 

¥ Overall message of 
paragraphs is 
sometimes illogical 
with basic 
organization. 

¥ Quotes are somewhat 
synthesized into text, 
but sometimes random. 

¥ Transitions sometimes 
do not indicate 
relationships between 
paragraphs.  No sense 
of flow 

¥ Overall message of 
paragraphs is 
inadequate. 

¥ No quotes or 
quotes are not 
synthesized into 
text 

¥ Transitions fail to 
indicate 
relationships 
between paragraph 

Sentence 
skills 

¥ The essay is free from 
grammatical or 
mechanical errors 

¥ Word choice is 
specific, purposeful, 
dynamic, and varied 
throughout essay 

¥ Sentences are clear, 
active (Subject Ð Verb 
Ð Object), and to the 
point  

¥ Grammatical or 
mechanical errors 
exist, but not enough to 
distract from reading 

¥ Word choice is specific 
and purposeful, and 
somewhat varied 
throughout essay 

¥ Sentences are mostly 
clear, active (SVO), 
and to the point 

¥ Grammatical or 
mechanical errors 
distract somewhat from 
reading 

¥ Word choice is often 
unspecific, generic, 
redundant, and clichŽd  

¥ Sentences are 
somewhat unclear; 
excessive use of 
passive voice 

¥ Paper is full of 
grammatical and 
mechanical errors 

¥ Word choice is 
excessively 
redundant, clichŽd, 
and unspecific 

¥ Sentences are very 
unclear 

MLA ¥ Conforms to MLA 
rules for formatting 
and citation of sources 
perfectly 

¥ Conforms to MLA 
rules for formatting 
and citation of sources 
with minor exceptions 

¥ Conforms to MLA 
rules for formatting and 
citation of sources with 
several, somewhat 
major, exceptions 

¥ Often fails to 
conform to MLA 
rules for formatting 
and citation of 
sources 

 
Comments:  
                            


