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The Conpare/ Contrast Essay
First, letO®xplaincompareandcontrast:

When we compare, we show our readers a subject's similarities.
When we contrast, we show our readers a subject's differences.

CompareandContrastessaysre
learningprocessessays You learn
aboutyour subjectasyou gatherand
organizeinformation.

This type of essaytakesa bit of
organizationandit's this
organizationaprocessthis
gatheringof facts,thathelpsyou
learnasyou go.

You will creatdists of qualitiesor
traitsthateachof your subjectshas,andasyoudo this, youwill discoverinsightsto your
subjectthat, at first glance you maynot haverealizedwerethere.

ItOdike buyinganewshirt. Themomentyou spreadt outon your bed,you startseeing
thingsyou hadnt noticedin the store. Perhaps buttonis loose,or the pocketis torn, or
it'sasizetoobig. Buttheres more! As anintelligent, probingwriter you're goingto ask
guestionf this shirt: why,what,where,when how,who. Why arebuttonsonthe
collar? Whatothertype of shirt doesthis shirtremindyou of? Wherewasit made?
Whenwasit made?How did it getto your stare andinto your hands?Who madeit?
The questionsareendless.But you mustaskthemto understangour subgct. Using
why,what,where ,when,how, whaq, you to probeinto the coreandthereasorthis shirt
exists.

The sametype of probinganduncoveringwill happerto you as
you outline your subject qualities.YouOldismverall sortsof
newthingsasyou askwhy,what,where when,how,whao, and
asyou uncoverthesenew points,your essaywill change.In the
end,mostessay®ndup far differentthanexpected.
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Your Thesis

Youwill offer athesis, likein an argumentative essay, but in this essay, your thesis sets
the tone of your paper. In otherwords, through your thesis, you want the reader to
understand what you plan to compareor contrast.

Keep it simpe: Yourthesis will be one or two sentences on what you want to offer
(your subject), and if youOre&ompaing or contrasting.

Getting Started

If possiblefind aninterestingsubjectaboutwhich you canwrite. Thisis important
becausegour enthusiasnwill showin your work.

This essaycallsfor anoutlinelist: you aregoing to list the qualities of bothsubjects,
gualitiesthatcanbe comparedgcontrastedor shared.

For examplelet's sayyour comparingandcortrastingsurfingto snowboarding.Your
first job is to list thequalitiesof eachsubject. Fromthesequalitiesandyour insight,you
canthendevelopyour thesis.

Quialitiesof A: surfing SharedQualities Quialitiesof B:
snowboarding
surfon water bothuseawatermedium snowboarcn snow

needwetsuitsandtrunks bothrequirespecialclothing | needwinter clothesand
boots

A thesisthatwill setthetoneof your essayfor the qualitiesabovemightread:Though
surfingandsnowboardingredonein differentseasonghesesportshavemore
similaritiesthandifferences.

Of coursethelist aboveis incomplete and,perhaps,not asacademias we would wantit
to be. ButitOsastart You keeplisting qualitiesuntil you believeyou haveenough
informationto write avalid essay.A list of five to tenqualitiesworkswell for the
averagepaper. But you may haveto list twenty qualitiesto getfive thatwill work for
you. Whenlisting, it is goodto overdoit; thisway, whenyou're readyto write your
paper,you canweedoutthe qualitiesthatwont work andpick the bestof the bunch.
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Three Parts

Opening:You will
beginyour essay,
introducingthe
subjectsyou planto
compareandcontrast
andendingyour fist
paragraplwith your
thesis.

Body: text by text
(first discussall of A
andthendiscussall of
B) or point by point
(alternatebetweemA
andB). Inthisclass
you will stick to point
by point. And youwill eithercompareor contast,notboth. Be carefu] sometimegoing
point by point canmakeyour writing soundtediousandrepetitive. Watchyour language
andtransitionwords. Useseveralpointsatatime.

Ending:As in theargumentativeessaypring it all together. Allow your endingto go
backto your thesis. Usethetransitionalwordson the nextpageto helpyour paperOs
coherence.Transitionsandotherconnectingvordsandconnectingsentenceshouldbe
usedthroughout.

RememberThereareno hardandfastrulesasto how manycomparison®r contrasts
you shouldoffer. Forathoroughlook into your subject,you mustoffer enough
comparison®r contrastor bothto makeavalid statement.
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Transitional Words (Conjunctival Adverbs)
Use these wordsto hdp you connect your thoughts, your sentences, and your paragraphs

(Lest youwish to soundpedantic, tiptoe with caution throughwords such as "indeed,” and "of
course.")

addition
again, also, and, and then, besides, equdly important, findly, first, further, furthermore, in
addition, in thefirst place, last, moreover, next, second, still, too

compaison
also, in thesame way, likewise, similarly

congession
granted, naurally, of course

contrast

athough,and yet, at the same time, but at the same time, despite that, even so, even though,for
al tha, however, in contrast, in spite of, indead, neverthd ess, notwithganding, on thecontrary,
ontheothe hand, otherwise, regardless, till, though, yet

emphasis
certainly, indeed, in fact, of course

example or illugration
after al, asan illugration, even, for example, for indance, in conduson, indeed, in fact, in other
words in shott, it istrue, of course, namely, specifically, tha is, toilludrate, thus truly

summary

al in all, altogeher, as has been said, findly, in brief, in conduson, in other words in paticular,
in short, in smpler terms, in summary, onthewhdle, that is, therefore, to putit differently, to
summarize

time sequence

after awhile, afterward, agan, also, andthen, aslong as, at last, at length, at that time, before,
besides, earlier, eventudly, findly, formerly, further, furthermore, in addition, in thefirst place,
in thepadt, last, lately, meanwhile, moreover, next, now, presently, second, shottly,
simultaneoudy, since, so far, soon, still, subsequently, then, thereafter, too, until, until now,
when
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Value Words (words that raise awareness of the reader)

Resistant, crucial, absurd, logical, important, negligent, telling, ethical, nightmare,
observant, bleak, restrictive, amalgam, disgusting, marginal, insignificant,
primordial, reasonable, compelling, consistent, resistant, undesirable, sufficient,
remarkable, focus, should, affinity, foreshadows, equivocal, necessary, evident,
persuasive, tarnish.

Signal Words

Words that introduce ideas (use with author!s names)
Demonstrates
Comments, describes
Reports

Says, points out
Contends, develops
Concludes, argues
Proposes

Warns

Emphasizes

Notes

Observes

Predicts, insists, indicates

Word Bridges

(Words that connect ideas. These are great for transitioning)
Moreover, further

Conversely

Nevertheless (don!t use however for nevertheless)
Nonetheless

Additionally

For example

However, but

Furthermore

Therefore

Finally, in conclusion

First, second. . .

Consequently

Also, specifically, for instance

Similarly, on the other hand

Next, hence



Lanzbom comp/cont

Conmpare Contrast

Grid

SUBJECT A

SHARED QUALITIES

SUBJECT B
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Qutline Formfor Conpare Contrast Essays

Thesi s St at enent

Quality #1 for paragraph #2

Speci fic support

Conparative/ Contrasting Qualities for paragraph #2

Speci fic support

Quality #2 for paragraph #3

Speci fic support
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Conparative/ Contrasting Qualities for paragraph #3

Speci fic support

Quality #3 for paragraph #4

Speci fic support

Conparative/ Contrasting Qualities for paragraph #4

Speci fic support

Concl usi on

Outline Form for Essays(Must befilled out and handed in with your essay) ddwav
vvvvvvvvvvvddddd dddddd
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Paragraphs

SUPPORT SUPPORT SUPPORT

Besidestrangtioning from the paragraph above every paragraph should begin with a
point or topic sentence. These are one of the three pointsfound in your plan of
development in your first paragraph. Let@look at an example plan of development:

Becau it gets usinto nature, keepsushealthy, and is anindividual sport, surfing may be oneof
thebest sportsto consder.

The plan of developnent or your points:

1. Because it ges usinto nature,

2. keepsushedlthy,

3. andisanindividud sport

These three points will befoundasyour topic sentences at the start of each paragraph

TheThess: thisistheundelying theme of your paper
Surfing may beoneof thebest sportsto congder.

And astheillustration aboveshowsus: You offer at leas three supportsfor your topic
sentence. In larger papers, you may haveto offer more.

Surfing getsus into nature

Outdoor sport In the ocean Wesathe affects surfing
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Compare or Contrast Checklist

Ihavemadeit clearin my openingparagraplwhattwo thingsl will write about
andwhetherl will compareor contrast.

loffereda goodstrongthesisletting the readetknow what! planto compareor
contrast.

Ihaveofferedthreepointsin which I will compareandcontrastmy two subjects

| stuckto my methodof developmenttooking, in order,atonesideatatime.

| haveusedtransitionwordsas| movedto eachsubjectandfrom paragrapho
paragraphsomy essayreadssmoothlylike water rolling downahill. Thereareno

sudderchange®f subjectswithout gracefullytransitioninginto them.

Myconcludingparagraphbindsmy two subjectgogetherandbringsmebackto
thethesisof my essay.

Mysimplesentencesffer onethoughtonly.

Ivary my sentencesl makesureto use compoundandcomplexsentencessomy
essayhasa musicalquality to it, but| do not overdoit.

Ihavereviewedmy essayandremovedall redundantvords. | avoidedwordiness
andstuckto concision.
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Checklist
Prewriting
Grid (comparing qualities)
Outline

___ Rough draft

Edited drafts (with correction marks)

Evaluate Your Essay
Read the essay once without making any comment
Draw a line under any awkward wording that is difficult
to understand
Draw a two lines under questionable spelling

Highlight the thesis statement (or draw a wavy line under

it)

Highlight or wavy line under the main quality in each
paragraph

Look for transitional words and phrases, and if there are
none, make notes on your paper to pu t them in.

Write the words OvagueO or OspecificO in the margins next
to specific details.

Circle or highlight: slang, clichZs, repetition, and
misspelled words

Pull out Hacker or open up the Hacker site: review your
MLA. If format is off, fix it.

or grammar

11
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Grading Rubric for Essays and Papers
Grade A B Cc D
Unity Thesisisnot only ¥ Thesisis ¥ Thesisis Thesisnot
(Purpose) argumentative, but is argumentative, argumentative, but argumentative and
aso GurprisingOor responds to assignment could respond to does not respond to
QiskyOand responds clearly and reflects assignment and reflect assignment or
to assignment clearly. author purpose author( purpose more reflect author(
Essay® purposeis Essay® purposeis clearly purpose clearly
clear, shows strong clear, but could use a Essay® purposeis Essay® purposeis
plan of development little more originality somewhat clear, but unclear
and originality. and independent lacks originality and Off target, unclear.
All material on target thought independent thought Not sure what
in support of thesis. Good sense of material Barely hitsthetarget in point is.
Makes one point and but point is spread too support of thesis, but
sticksto it. thin, maybe off Point a does gtick to a point.
bit.
Support: Do Plan of development Plan of development is Plan of development is Claims and ideas
you back up supported through supported with agood supported with some are underdevel oped
your points? specific evidence and amount of evidence evidence and and unsupported
sound, thorough and sound reasoning. reasoning. Topic sentences
reasoning Topic sentences reflect Topic sentences do not unclear or non-
Topic sentence most paragraphs consistently reflect existent
identifies paragraph® content but not totally paragraph content Specific evidence
content. on target. Specific evidenceis isunclear and
Strong, vivid specifics Specific evidenceis somewhat unclear and ineffective.
that support the topic there but not as strong abit ineffective..
sentence or vivid asit could be.
Coherence: Overall message of Overal message of Overall message of Overal message of
Organized paragraphsislogica paragraphsis mostly paragraphsis paragraphsis
and and purposeful with a logical and purposeful sometimesillogical inadequate.
connected clear method of yet organized with basic No quotes or
organization. Quotes are synthesized organization. quotes are not
Quotes are synthesized fairly well with text. Quotes are somewhat synthesized into
well with text. Transitionsindicate synthesized into text, text
Transitions and relationships between but sometimes random. Transitions fail to
connecting words used paragraphs. OK sense Transitions sometimes indicate
to tie materia together. of flow. do not indicate relationships
Good sense of flow. relationships between between paragraph
paragraphs. No sense
of flow
Sentence The essay is free from Grammatical or Grammatical or Paper isfull of
skills grammatical or mechanical errors mechanical errors grammatical and
mechanical errors exist, but not enough to distract somewhat from mechanical errors
Word choiceis distract from reading reading Word choiceis
specific, purposeful, Word choiceis specific Word choiceis often excessively
dynamic, and varied and purposeful, and unspecific, generic, redundant, clichZd,
throughout essay somewhat varied redundant, and clichZd and unspecific
Sentences are clear, throughout essay Sentences are Sentences are very
active (Subject BVerb Sentences are mostly somewhat unclear; unclear
DObject), and to the clear, active (SVO), excessive use of
point and to the point passive voice
MLA Conformsto MLA Conformsto MLA Conformsto MLA Often failsto

rules for formatting
and citation of sources
perfectly

rules for formatting
and citation of sources
with minor exceptions

rules for formatting and
citation of sourceswith
severa, somewhat
major, exceptions

conform to MLA
rules for formatting
and citation of
sources
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