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The Argument Essay: Hegemony or How Society Acts Like a Bear in an Invisible Cage.

Thephilosophe, Antonio Gramsci, studied how large groupsof people are coerced to form
sodeties. Gramsci wondeed wha makes peoplein ahuge
group, like anaion, stay within theinvisible borde's of that

)

CONTROL STICK

-

sodety? Wha makes citizensobey laws and even give the ( S i
ultimate sacrifice for thar county, thar lives? Gramsci ; SO DER e

andyzed and compared the powers tha cause Gpontaneous
congent given by the great masses of population to the
genead directionimposed onsodad life by thedominant
fundamental groupQGramsci 277). He examined the
sodetal theory tha came before him and proposd
something called hegemony, the domindion of a set of
ruling bdiefs and values throughconsent rather than
coercion.

Unde hegemonic conditionsa large group of people, even
whole naions interndize so effectively what thar rulers
want them to bdieve tha this group of people genuindy
think they are voicing their own opinion when they are
actudly voicing the opinion of the powers tha be Does this
soundfamiliar? Wasn®there abear in the Denver zoo that
interndized so effectively thebars tha surroundel him tha
hevoluntarily bdieved they existed even thoughthey didn®
exist? Jud like theinvisible cage, hegemonyisna
necessarily a brainwashing as much asit is an acceptance,
like the bear that accepted hisimaginary cage, he could have
beyond stepped beyond hisimaginary cagel borders anytime, so too hegemony leaves roomfor
descent. It@ artificial. We can resist it if we so decide

In this 750-word essay, you are going to argue for some hegemonic influence that we as a society
consent to. It could be in fashion, art, music, politics, or anything where we genuinely think we
are voicing our own opinion, but we are actually voicing the opinion of the powers insidiously
hovering over us.

What is the goal of an argument essay?
1. To offer a claim and to back up that claim with research, reasoning, and persuasion. Since we are
arguing on one side of the issue, our side, we avoid confrontation by offering thorough explanations for our

claims and anticipating any questions that may arise on the reader’s side. Never use rude language.

2. To organize your argument in a point-by-point manner.

Gramsci, Antonio. (Hegemony OL iterary Theory an Anthology. Eds Julie Rivkin and Michael
Ryan. Oxford: Blackwell, 1971
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The Essence of an Argument Essay

Title

short and sweet: grab thereader@ attention
create a portrait of wha(3 to come

Introduction

1. Attention getting opener: spurs interest
anecdote
quottion
relevance or cool statistic
broad statement that leadsinto your argument
contrast statement that leadsinto your argument

2. Plan of development (main points with which you will suppot your argument)

3. Thesis
two pats: the subject and your dant on the subject.

Body Paragraphs.

With your body paragraphs, you will go from the least important points to most
important points, or weakest to strongest support.

1. Topic sentences
illugrates main idea of the paragraph

2. Mgor details (main points)
3. Specific details (breaking the main points down. Offering research.)

4. Address counter-arguments: either within your maor details or after specific
details are given. *

Conclusion

We go full circle back to your thesis.

1. Reemphasis your thesis uang other words
2. Review your main points
2. Prediction or recommendaion or alast question

*Note: addressing any counter arguments in your body paragraphstells the reader that you are open to all sides of
theissue. Your argument may be that apples are good for us. But you must be prepared for those who might argue
that pesticides on apples negates their goodness. Thisiswhy an argument essay forces the writer to study his
subject from several angles. If you can® address most counter arguments, you may not have prepared well enough.
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Outline Form for Essays(Must befilled out and handed in with your essay)

Thesis Statement

Topic Sentence (supporting argument) for paragraph #1

Specific suppot #1

Specific suppot #2

Specific suppot #3

Conduding remark

Topic Sentence (supporting argument) for paragraph #2 (remember to transition)

Specific suppot #1

Specific suppot #2

Specific suppot #3
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Conduding remark

Topic Sentence (supporting argument) for paragraph #3 (remember to transition)

Specific suppot #1

Specific suppot #2

Specific suppot #3

Conduding remark

Conclusion

Notes:
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Trangtiond Words(Conjundiva Adverbs)
Use these words to help you connect your thoughts, your sentences, and your paragraphs:

(Lest youwish to soundpedantic, tiptoe with caution throughwords such as "indeed,” and "of
course.")

addition
agan, also, and, and then, besides, equdly important, findly, first, further, furthermore, in
addition, in thefirst place, last, moreover, next, second, still, too

compaison
also, in thesame way, likewise, similarly

congession
granted, naurally, of course

contrast

athough,and yet, at the same time, butat the same time, despite that, even so, even though,for
al tha, however, in contrast, in spite of, indead, neverthd ess, notwithganding, on thecontrary,
ontheothe hand, otherwise, regardless, till, though, yet

emphasis
certainly, indeed, in fact, of course

example or illustration
after al, asan illugration, even, for example, for indance, in conduson, indeed, in fact, in other
words in shott, it istrue, of course, namely, specifically, tha is, toilludrate, thus truly

summary

al in all, altogeher, as has been said, findly, in brief, in conduson, in other words in paticular,
in short, in smpler terms, in summary, onthewhde, that is, therefore, to putit differently, to
summarize

time sequence

after awhile, afterward, agan, also, andthen, aslong as, at last, at length, at that time, before,
besides, earlier, eventudly, findly, formerly, further, furthermore, in addition, in thefirst place,
in thepadt, last, lately, meanwhile, moreover, next, now, presently, second, shottly,
simultaneoudy, since, so far, soon, still, subsequently, then, thereafter, too, until, until now,
when
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Checklist for Required Work
PPewriting
Qtline
__ Pughdraft
Wo edited drafts (with correction marks)

Rer evaluaions(if dong

we've DEcIPED TO DESTROY EARTH BE-
CAUSE. WE CAN'T STAND WATCHING A
SoCieTy SO HOPELESSLY MANIPULATED
By iTS OWN CoMMeRCIAL MEDIA.

OH, GIMME A BREAK!
BReAK ME OFF A

piece oF THisS KiT-
KAT BAR!

Comilpmre. b 07 obuno prodin Jovsiey 217
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Checklist for the Argument Essay
Ihavemademy argumentlearin my openingparagraph.
loffereda good,strongthesisandstud to this thesisthroughoutmy essay.
Ihaveofferedthreepoints(planof dewelopment)in which to backup my thesis.
| stuckto my methodof development(introductionbody paragraph€onclsion)
______Ihaveusedtransitionwordsas| movedto eachsubjectandfrom paragrapho
paragraphsomy essayreadssmoothlylike water rolling downahill. Thereareno

sudderchange®f subjectswithout gracefullytransitioninginto them.

Myconcludingparagraptbindsmy essaytogetherandbringsmebackto the
thesisof my essay.

Mysimplesentencesffer onethoughtonly.

Ilvary my sentencesl makesureto use compoundandcomplexsentencessomy
essayhasa musicalquality to it, but| do not overdoit.

Ihavereviewedmy essayandremovedall redundantvords. | avoidedwordiness
andstuckto concision.
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Checklist for Required Work
fPewriting
_ (utline
____ Pughdraft
___ Wo edited drafts (with correction marks)
_ [erevauaions(if dong
__ @&least two works cited
____ aleast onequottionfromourreadings propely introdued and cited.
______popa MLA format has been followed
___ouineformfilled outto behanded in

You will read, or have another student read, your opening paragraph to the class.

ELVIS

NMI1DDE
l_l

.;.Wmn I-Ium




Grading Rubric for Essays and Papers
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Grade A B C D
Unity Thesisisnot only Thesisis Thesisis Thesisnot
(Purpose) argumentative, but is argumentative, argumentative, but argumentative and
aso GurprisingOor responds to assignment could respond to does not respond to
QiskyOand responds clearly and reflects assignment and reflect assignment or
to assignment clearly. author purpose author( purpose more reflect author(
Essay® purposeis Essay® purposeis clearly purpose clearly
clear, shows strong clear, but could use a Essay® purposeis Essay® purposeis
plan of development little more originality somewhat clear, but unclear
and originality. and independent lacks originality and Off target, unclear.
All material on target thought independent thought Not sure what
in support of thesis. Good sense of material Barely hitsthetarget in point is.
Makes one point and but point is spread too support of thesis, but
dticksto it. thin, maybe off Point a does gtick to a point.
bit.
Support: Do Plan of development Plan of development is Plan of development is Claims and ideas
you back up supported through supported with agood supported with some are underdevel oped
your points? specific evidence and amount of evidence evidence and and unsupported
sound, thorough and sound reasoning. reasoning. Topic sentences
reasoning Topic sentences reflect Topic sentences do not unclear or non-
Topic sentence most paragraphs consistently reflect existent
identifies paragraph content but not totally paragraph content Specific evidence
content. on target. Specific evidenceis isunclear and
Strong, vivid specifics Specific evidenceis somewhat unclear and ineffective.
that support the topic there but not as strong abit ineffective..
sentence or vivid asit could be.
Coherence: Overall message of Overal message of Overall message of Overal message of
Organized paragraphsislogica paragraphsis mostly paragraphsis paragraphsis
and and purposeful with a logical and purposeful sometimesillogical inadequate.
connected clear method of yet organized with basic No quotes or
organization. Quotes are synthesized organization. quotes are not
Quotes are synthesized fairly well with text. Quotes are somewhat synthesized into
well with text. Transitionsindicate synthesized into text, text
Transitions and relationships between but sometimes random. Transitions fail to
connecting words used paragraphs. OK sense Transitions sometimes indicate
to tie materia together. of flow. do not indicate relationships
Good sense of flow. relationships between between paragraph
paragraphs. No sense
of flow
Sentence The essay is free from Grammatical or Grammatical or Paper isfull of
skills grammatical or mechanical errors mechanical errors grammatical and
mechanical errors exist, but not enough to distract somewhat from mechanical errors
Word choiceis distract from reading reading Word choiceis
specific, purposeful, Word choiceis specific Word choiceis often excessively
dynamic, and varied and purposeful, and unspecific, generic, redundant, clichZd,
throughout essay somewhat varied redundant, and clichZd and unspecific
Sentences are clear, throughout essay Sentences are Sentences are very
active (Subject BVerb Sentences are mostly somewhat unclear; unclear
DObject), and to the clear, active (SVO), excessive use of
point and to the point passive voice
MLA Conformsto MLA Conformsto MLA Conformsto MLA Often failsto

rules for formatting
and citation of sources
perfectly

rules for formatting
and citation of sources
with minor exceptions

rules for formatting and
citation of sourceswith
severa, somewhat
major, exceptions

conform to MLA
rules for formatting
and citation of
sources

Comments:




