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The Argument Essay: Hegemony or How Society Acts Like a Bear in an Invisible Cage.   
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The philosopher, Antonio Gramsci, studied how large groups of people are coerced to form societies.  Gramsci wondered what makes people in a huge group, like a nation, stay within the invisible borders of that society?  What makes citizens obey laws and even give the ultimate sacrifice for their country, their lives?  Gramsci analyzed and compared the powers that cause “spontaneous consent given by the great masses of population to the general direction imposed on social life by the dominant fundamental group” (Gramsci 277).   He examined the societal theory that came before him and proposed something called hegemony, the domination of a set of ruling beliefs and values through consent rather than coercion.  

Under hegemonic conditions a large group of people, even whole nations, internalize so effectively what their rulers want them to believe that this group of people genuinely think they are voicing their own opinion when they are actually voicing the opinion of the powers that be.  Does this sound familiar?  Wasn’t there a bear in the Denver zoo that internalized so effectively the bars that surrounded him that he voluntarily believed they existed even though they didn’t exist?  Just like the invisible cage, hegemony is not necessarily a brainwashing as much as it is an acceptance, like the bear that accepted his imaginary cage, he could have beyond stepped beyond his imaginary cage’s borders anytime, so too hegemony leaves room for descent.  It’s artificial.  We can resist it if we so decide.  

In this essay, you are going to argue for some hegemonic influence that we as a society consent to.  It could be in fashion, art, music, politics, or anything where we genuinely think we are voicing our own opinion, but we are actually voicing the opinion of the powers insidiously hovering over us.  

What is the goal of an argument essay?

1. To offer a claim and to back up that claim with research, reasoning, and persuasion.  Since we are arguing on one side of the issue, our side, we avoid confrontation by offering thorough explanations for our claims and anticipating any questions that may arise on the reader’s side.  Never use rude language. 

2. To organize your argument in a point-by-point manner.

Gramsci, Antonio.  “Hegemony.” Literary Theory an Anthology. Eds. Julie Rivkin and Michael Ryan. Oxford: Blackwell, 1971. 

The Essence of an Argument Essay

Title

	short and sweet: grab the reader’s attention

create a portrait of what’s to come


Introduction

	1. Attention getting opener: spurs interest

anecdote

quotation

relevance or cool statistic 

broad statement that leads into your argument

contrast statement that leads into your argument

2. Plan of development (main points with which you will support your argument)

3. Thesis

two parts: the subject and your slant on the subject.


Body Paragraphs: 

	With your body paragraphs, you will go from the least important points to most important points, or weakest to strongest support.

1. topic sentences

illustrates main idea of the paragraph

2. Major details (main points)

3. specific details (breaking the main points down. Offering research.)

4. address counter-arguments: either in your major details or after specific details are given.  


Conclusion

	We go full circle back to your thesis here

1. reemphasis your thesis using other words

2. review your main points

2. Prediction or recommendation or a last question


Common Methods of Introduction.

1. Broad Statement:  Using factory work as an example, you might start out by saying the following: Working in a factory might be one of the worst jobs.  And then you go into the specific factory that you’re writing about, for example, an egg factory.

2. Contrast: Start with an idea that is the opposite of the one you will develop: working in an office is a nice, clean job.  You have comfortable chairs, a desk, a computer, a cup of coffee nearby, but working in a factory does not have the niceties found in an office.

3. Relevance: What makes your topic special?  Convince the reader that the topic applies to them or is important.  So many of our ancestors, when they first came to this country, found themselves working in factories.

4. Anecdote: An interesting short story that coaxes the reader into the world of your essay.  The story should be related to your thesis.  I once met a man named Victor who was missing two of his fingers.  Victor told me that he lost his fingers because of an accident at work.   He caught his hand in the wheels of a conveyor belt at the egg factory where he worked.

5. Quotation: Quote something from your research, or find a dictionary quote that relates to your topic:

 “Perhaps it seemed to me,” Wrote Henry David Thoreau, “that I had several more lives to live, and could not spare any time for that one” (342).   This is how I felt after working in an egg factory for two years.  I had other lives to live.  I had wasted enough of my life here.

Concluding Paragraph

The concluding paragraph should summarize the essay by restating the thesis and even restating the main supporting points.  Also, the conclusion brings your paper to a graceful end, leaving the reader with a final thought on the subject.  Here is where you get to offer your opinion on the subject.  
Three Ways to Conclude You Paper using La Jolla Shores (a local beach) as an example.

1. End with a summary or final thought:

La Jolla Shores, then, is one of the most inviting beaches in San Diego.  The beaches there are wider, cleaner, and safer.  It is not surprising that a growing number of San Diegans are traveling to La Jolla Shores to experience this great beach.

2. A thought-provoking question:

Appeal to the reader that your subject is bigger than your essay.

Comment on any one of these:

The future

Which choice should be made

Why is your subject important

Wouldn’t La Jolla Shores be the beach of choice for anyone who wants to experience an enjoyable day by the ocean?

3. A prediction or recommendation

Even with its growing popularity, La Jolla Shores will always be the most pleasant beach experiences San Diego has to offer.

Outline Form for Essays (Must be filled out and handed in with your essay)

Thesis Statement

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence (supporting argument) for paragraph #1

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Specific support #1              ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Specific support #2

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Specific support #3

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concluding remark 

______________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence (supporting argument) for paragraph #2 (remember to transition)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Specific support #1              ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Specific support #2

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Specific support #3

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concluding remark 

______________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence (supporting argument) for paragraph #3 (remember to transition)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Specific support #1              ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Specific support #2

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Specific support #3

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concluding remark 

______________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Notes:

Diagram of a Paragraph: Each paragraph should be united with its topic sentence, which is united with the thesis.  Each paragraph should be organized in a way that it will fit in this outline.


Transitional Words (Conjunctival Adverbs)

Use these words to help you connect your thoughts, your sentences, and your paragraphs:

(Lest you wish to sound pedantic, tiptoe with caution through words such as "indeed," and "of course.")

addition    

again, also, and, and then, besides, equally important, finally, first, further, furthermore, in addition, in the first place, last, moreover, next, second, still, too

comparison    

also, in the same way, likewise, similarly

concession    

granted, naturally, of course

contrast    

although, and yet, at the same time, but at the same time, despite that, even so, even though, for all that, however, in contrast, in spite of, instead, nevertheless, notwithstanding, on the contrary, on the other hand, otherwise, regardless, still, though, yet

emphasis    

certainly, indeed, in fact, of course

example or illustration    

after all, as an illustration, even, for example, for instance, in conclusion, indeed, in fact, in other words, in short, it is true, of course, namely, specifically, that is, to illustrate, thus, truly

summary    

all in all, altogether, as has been said, finally, in brief, in conclusion, in other words, in particular, in short, in simpler terms, in summary, on the whole, that is, therefore, to put it differently, to summarize

time sequence    

after a while, afterward, again, also, and then, as long as, at last, at length, at that time, before, besides, earlier, eventually, finally, formerly, further, furthermore, in addition, in the first place, in the past, last, lately, meanwhile, moreover, next, now, presently, second, shortly, simultaneously, since, so far, soon, still, subsequently, then, thereafter, too, until, until now, when
Checklist for Required Work

______Prewriting

______Outline

______Rough draft

______Two edited drafts (with correction marks)

______Peer evaluations (if done)

Checklist for the Argument Essay

______I have made my argument clear in my opening paragraph. 

______I offered a good, strong thesis and stuck to this thesis throughout my essay.  

_____I have offered three points (plan of development) in which to back up my thesis.       

_____ I stuck to my method of development. (introduction-body paragraphs-conclusion)

_____I have used transition words as I moved to each subject and from paragraph to paragraph, so my essay reads smoothly like water rolling down a hill.  There are no sudden changes of subjects without gracefully transitioning into them.

______My concluding paragraph binds my essay together and brings me back to the thesis of my essay.     

______My simple sentences offer one thought only. 

______I vary my sentences.  I make sure to use compound and complex sentences, so my essay has a musical quality to it, but I do not overdo it.  

______I have reviewed my essay and removed all redundant words.  I avoided wordiness and stuck to concision.

Checklist for Required Work

______Prewriting

______Outline

______Rough draft

______Two edited drafts (with correction marks)

______Peer evaluations (if done)

______at least two works cited

______at least one quotation from our readings, properly introduced and cited.

______proper MLA format has been followed

______outline form filled out to be handed in

______You will read, or have another student read, your opening paragraph to the class.
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Four Points of an Effective Essay


Grading Rubric for Essays and Papers

	Grade
	A
	B
	C
	D

	Unity

(Purpose)
	· Thesis is not only argumentative, but is also “surprising” or “risky” and responds to assignment clearly.

· Essay’s purpose is clear, shows strong plan of development and originality.

· All material on target in support of thesis. Makes one point and sticks to it.
	· Thesis is argumentative, responds to assignment clearly and reflects author’s purpose

· Essay’s purpose is clear, but could use a little more originality and independent thought

· Good sense of material but point is spread too thin, maybe off Point a bit.
	· Thesis is argumentative, but could respond to assignment and reflect author’s purpose more clearly

· Essay’s purpose is somewhat clear, but lacks originality and independent thought

· Barely hits the target in support of thesis, but does stick to a point.
	· Thesis not argumentative and does not respond to assignment or reflect author’s purpose clearly

· Essay’s purpose is unclear

· Off target, unclear. Not sure what point is.

	Support: Do you back up your points?
	· Plan of development supported through specific evidence and sound, thorough reasoning 

· Topic sentence identifies paragraph’s content.

· Strong, vivid specifics that support the topic sentence
	· Plan of development is supported with a good amount of evidence and sound reasoning.

· Topic sentences reflect most paragraphs content but not totally on target.

· Specific evidence is there but not as strong or vivid as it could be.
	· Plan of development is supported with some evidence and reasoning.

· Topic sentences do not consistently reflect paragraph content

· Specific evidence is somewhat unclear and a bit ineffective..
	· Claims and ideas are underdeveloped and unsupported 

· Topic sentences unclear or non-existent

· Specific evidence is unclear and ineffective.

	Coherence: 

Organized and connected
	· Overall message of paragraphs is logical and purposeful with a clear method of organization.

· Quotes are synthesized well with text.

· Transitions and connecting words used to tie material together.  Good sense of flow.
	· Overall message of paragraphs is mostly logical and purposeful yet organized

· Quotes are synthesized fairly well with text.

· Transitions indicate relationships between paragraphs.  OK sense of flow.
	· Overall message of paragraphs is sometimes illogical with basic organization.

· Quotes are somewhat synthesized into text, but sometimes random.

· Transitions sometimes do not indicate relationships between paragraphs.  No sense of flow
	· Overall message of paragraphs is inadequate.

· No quotes or quotes are not synthesized into text

· Transitions fail to indicate relationships between paragraph

	Sentence skills
	· The essay is free from grammatical or mechanical errors

· Word choice is specific, purposeful, dynamic, and varied throughout essay

· Sentences are clear, active (Subject – Verb – Object), and to the point 
	· Grammatical or mechanical errors exist, but not enough to distract from reading

· Word choice is specific and purposeful, and somewhat varied throughout essay

· Sentences are mostly clear, active (SVO), and to the point
	· Grammatical or mechanical errors distract somewhat from reading

· Word choice is often unspecific, generic, redundant, and clichéd 

· Sentences are somewhat unclear; excessive use of passive voice
	· Paper is full of grammatical and mechanical errors

· Word choice is excessively redundant, clichéd, and unspecific

· Sentences are very unclear

	MLA
	· Conforms to MLA rules for formatting and citation of sources perfectly
	· Conforms to MLA rules for formatting and citation of sources with minor exceptions
	· Conforms to MLA rules for formatting and citation of sources with several, somewhat major, exceptions
	· Often fails to conform to MLA rules for formatting and citation of sources


Comments: 










Topic sentence:___________________________________________ _________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________





Support (1): ______________________________________________


________________________________________________________





Details:











Support (2): ______________________________________________


________________________________________________________





Details:














Support (3): ______________________________________________


________________________________________________________





Details: 





Clear method of


organization?





Transitions and


other connecting


words?








Any rough spots


where sentences


do not flow


smoothly and


clearly?





Any mistakes in


grammar,


punctuation, or


usage?








Specific evidence?





Plenty of it?





Clear opening statement of the point of your paper?





All material on target in support of the opening point?
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