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Final Essay: English 110, summer 2007

Your essay will be approximately five paragraphs long with MLA citings.  

For your final paper this semester, you will choose your own topic. 

Think this out, and do not make this paper typical.  Write it as if it’s the last essay you will ever write.  

Straight out, I don’t want you to be afraid to take chances.  What makes writing interesting is the slant.  Look at your subject from different angles.  Be an academic poet of sorts.  Check out the margins of the world you are researching.  The most interesting facts live in the margins, the areas outside the subject.  Great writers can describe a chair and hold your fascination.  Never forget you are writing for a reader, a human being that loses his attention pretty fast, so you want to keep him interested.  To do this, look for the what, why, where, and how of your subject.  Don’t gloss, dig deep and pull up some interesting facts and ideas.

Make sure that your introduction builds tension. You want it to grab hold of the reader and make him want to keep reading.  Your introduction should be more than a statement of your intentions and opinion. The introduction should set the tone of your essay.  Get excited about your subject and don’t worry about impressing your audience--make it interesting and your audience will follow you.  Just make sure you’re consistent and truthful.  Nothing causes a reader more pain than a writer who is duplicitous, who fakes his love for a subject.  Get into your work.  This paper is going to be a piece of you, and it should show like an individual fingerprint, especially to an experienced reader.  So tell the truth.
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Watch your paragraph structure. Each paragraph should dedicate itself to your subject and be free of empty sentences. Get rid of the irrelevant—tell the truth.  Also, watch transition words and sentences.  Chain your sentences and paragraphs together with strong transitions from one idea into the next.  The best way to do this is to make the last part of your sentence the emphatic point and pick up on that point in the next sentence.  Check out this example:

Yesterday, I went to Costco.  Costco has the best-frozen yogurt in town.  Frozen yogurt may not be healthy, but it’s a great treat.  

The conclusion should offer a synthesis of your essay and should refer back your thesis statement.  Take extra time to polish your conclusion.  It will be the last thing the reader sees and the first thing that he or she remembers.

DEFINING AN ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

An argumentative essay states and defends a thesis.  A thesis is just like your “Topic Sentence.”  It is a claim.  It is a question in statement form.  The thesis essentially says to the reader this is true, and I’m going to prove it to you.  The thesis is your academic observation.  It should be one sentence, and it should be debatable.

 
What Your Essay Will Look Like

Title:  Short and sweet.  No underline.  No Quotes.  Your title should summarize your essay.

Paragraph one--one page long:  Basically, this paragraph is the essay's outline with your thesis as the last sentence. 

Your three “Major Details” or supporting arguments will be found in this paragraph.  Your first paragraph is critical because you want to grab and hold the reader’s attention here.  You want him or her to want to read more.  To capture the reader’s attention you can offer a story, a metaphor, a comparison, a definition, a straight statement, or even an overstatement.  You need to go into your bag ‘o tricks and do something unique.  You want to persuade the reader that this essay is worth his or her time.

Paragraph two, three, and four: each up to a page long (3 page-long paragraphs). Here you set forth your three major details or supporting arguments.  You offered these three in your first paragraph, and you will discuss these in the order you offered them. Each paragraph ends with a transition.  You review what you wrote, and you look ahead to your discussion in the next paragraph.  Make sure you stay focused and connected to your introduction and your thesis.  Remember:  you may have several paragraphs in each of these sections, depending on the length requirements of your essay.

Paragraph five--Conclusion/ synthesis: one half to one page long.  This is your summary, your synthesis, and your final argument where you will bring it all together.  You will bring up your thesis, highlight your three points, and finally, offer your opinion.  Stay on the thesis here.  This last paragraph will bring your paper full circle.

On Grading

When grading your papers, I will look for intelligent and imaginative arguments.  In general, I look at:

 Thesis: Does your paper give a clear sense of why you are writing? Does it grab your reader’s attention?  Does it make the reader want to continue past the thesis? Is your thesis placed at the end of your first paragraph?
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Does you paper focus on your thesis, leaving out what is irrelevant?  Do the different parts of your paper clearly relate to each other?  Does the paper make organizational sense?

 

Do you develop your arguments enough that they can be followed?  Do you stay with your subject long enough to convince your reader that you know what you are talking about?

 

Do you make your argument in terms that are as specific as possible?  Do you give specific grounds for your claim?  Do these grounds make sense?

 

How well have you edited? Are there spelling errors, awkward sentences, punctuation and grammar problems? Does it interfere with the flow of your paper?  Does your style fit your purpose?  Is the voice clear?  Is your diction appropriate?  Are your sentences varied?  Is your paper readable?

On Essays

Introductory Paragraph

	Introduction
Plan of development: points 1.2.3

Thesis Statement



The introduction must attract the reader.  

The plan of development is a list of points that support the thesis.  The points are offered in the order they are given.

Thesis: the main idea in two parts: topic and your opinion.

First Supporting Paragraph

	Topic sentence (point 1)

Specific evidence




The topic sentence is the first supporting point for your thesis, and the specific evidence delves into you topic sentence

Second Supporting Paragraph

	Topic sentence (point 2)

Specific evidence



The topic sentence advances the second supporting point for your thesis, and the specific evidence develops that point.

Third Supporting Paragraph

	Topic sentence (point 3)

Specific evidence



The topic sentence advances the third supporting point for your thesis, and the specific evidence develops that point.

Concluding Paragraph
	Summary, conclusion or both




A summary is a broad restatement of the thesis and its main points.  A Conclusion is a final thought or tow stemming from the subject of the paper.

Purpose of an Introduction

1. To attract a reader’s interest

2. To offer a plan of development—a preview of the major points that will support your thesis, listed in the order that they will be presented.

3. to offer a Thesis: A clear direct statement of the central idea of your paper.  The thesis statement should have keywords reflecting your attitude on the subject.  This statement usually comes at or near the end of your first paragraph.

Example of a short introductory paragraph:


What moves our world is the progression into new realms.  In Ceci n’est pas une pipe, René Magritte adopted a new view of what art should be.  Magritte painted something that had never been painted before: he combined words and illustrations as part of his art.  He decided to step forward into a realm where few have stepped before him, in the process changing our pre-conceived notions of art.  In “Don’t Hold Back,” Steven Holtzman tells us that we have preconceived notions towards books.  He says that today’s books will soon be outdated.  He believes in new technologies.   Holtzman and Magritte, through their work, have stated that books and painting as we know them are outmoded; that there are other avenues to explore in these forms of art and communication; that we should not close our minds to expansion.  Though Holtzman and Magritte are involved in two different forms of communication, they both visualize new potentials for art and writing.

Common methods of introduction.

1. Broad Statement:  Using factory work as an example, you might start out by saying the following: Working in a factory might be one of the worst jobs.  And then you go into the specific factory that you’re writing about, for example, an egg factory.

2. Contrast: Start with an idea that is the opposite of the one you will develop: working in an office is a nice, clean job.  You have comfortable chairs, a desk, a computer, a cup of coffee nearby, but working in a factory does not have the niceties found in an office.

3. Relevance: What makes your topic special?  Convince the reader that the topic applies to them or is important.  So many of our ancestors, when they first came to this country, found themselves working in factories.

4. Anecdote: An interesting short story that coaxes the reader into the world of your essay.  The story should be related to your thesis.  I once met a man named Victor who was missing two of his fingers.  Victor told me that he lost his fingers because of an accident at work.   He caught his hand in the wheels of a conveyor belt at the egg factory where he worked.

5. Quotation: Quote something from your research, or find a dictionary quote that relates to your topic:

 “Perhaps it seemed to me,” Wrote Henry David Thoreau, “that I had several more lives to live, and could not spare any time for that one” (342).   This is how I felt after working in an egg factory for two years.  I had other lives to live.  I had wasted enough of my life here.

Concluding Paragraph

The concluding paragraph should summarize the essay by restating the thesis and even restating the main supporting points.  Also, the conclusion brings your paper to a graceful end, leaving the reader with a final thought on the subject.  Here is where you get to offer your opinion on the subject.  
Checklist for Required Work

______Prewriting

______Outline

______Rough draft

______Two edited drafts (with correction marks)

______Peer evaluations (if done)

Peer Evaluations

_______  Read the essay once without making any comment

________Draw a line under any awkward wording that is difficult to understand

_______Do not correct spelling or grammar

_______Highlight the thesis statement (or draw a wavy line under it)

_______Highlight or wavy line under topic sentences in each paragraph

_______Circle transitional words and phrases

_______Write the words “vague” or “specific” in the margins next              to specific details.

_______Circle or highlight: slang, clichés, repetition, and misspelled words

________If MLA format is off state at bottom of paper

Write your last name above the title.

Outline Form for Essays

Thesis Statement

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Major Detail (supporting argument) for paragraph #1

_______________________________________________________

Specific support #1 ___________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Specific support #2____________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Specific support #3____________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Concluding remark (tie into your next paragraph)

______________________________________________________

Major Detail (supporting argument) for paragraph #2

______________________________________________________

Specific support #1___________________________________

______________________________________________________

Specific Support #2___________________________________

______________________________________________________

Specific support #3___________________________________

______________________________________________________

Concluding remark (tie into your next paragraph)

______________________________________________________

Major Detail (supporting argument) for paragraph #3 ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Specific support #1___________________________________

______________________________________________________

Specific Support #2___________________________________

______________________________________________________

Specific support #3___________________________________

______________________________________________________

Concluding remark (tie into your conclusion paragraph)

______________________________________________________

Conclusion

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

