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On Essays

Introductory Paragraph

	Introduction

Plan of development: points 1.2.3

Thesis Statement



	


The introduction must attract the reader.  

The plan of development is a list of points that support the thesis.  The points are offered in the order they are given.

Thesis: the main idea in two parts: topic and your opinion.

	First Supporting Paragraph

Topic sentence (point 1)

Specific evidence



	


The topic sentence is the first supporting point for your thesis, and the specific evidence delves into you topic sentence

	Second Supporting Paragraph

Topic sentence (point 2)

Specific evidence



	


The topic sentence advances the second supporting point for your thesis, and the specific evidence develops that point.

	Third Supporting Paragraph

Topic sentence (point 3)

Specific evidence



	


The topic sentence advances the third supporting point for your thesis, and the specific evidence develops that point.

	Concluding Paragraph

Summary, conclusion or both



	


A summary is a broad restatement of the thesis and its main points.  A Conclusion is a final thought or tow stemming from the subject of the paper.
Common methods of Introduction.

1. Broad Statement:  Using factory work as an example, you might start out by saying the following: Working in a factory might be one of the worst jobs.  And then you go into the specific factory that you’re writing about, for example, an egg factory.

2. Contrast: Start with an idea that is the opposite of the one you will develop: working in an office is a nice, clean job.  You have comfortable chairs, a desk, a computer, a cup of coffee nearby, but working in a factory does not have the niceties found in an office.

3. Relevance: What makes your topic special?  Convince the reader that the topic applies to them or is important.  So many of our ancestors, when they first came to this country, found themselves working in factories.

4. Anecdote: An interesting short story that coaxes the reader into the world of your essay.  The story should be related to your thesis.  I once met a man named Victor who was missing two of his fingers.  Victor told me that he lost his fingers because of an accident at work.   He caught his hand in the wheels of a conveyor belt at the egg factory where he worked.

5. Quotation: Quote something from your research, or find a dictionary quote that relates to your topic:

 “Perhaps it seemed to me,” Wrote Henry David Thoreau, “that I had several more lives to live, and could not spare any time for that one” (342).   This is how I felt after working in an egg factory for two years.  I had other lives to live.  I had wasted enough of my life here.

Concluding Paragraph

The concluding paragraph should summarize the essay by restating the thesis and even restating the main supporting points.  Also, the conclusion brings your paper to a graceful end, leaving the reader with a final thought on the subject.  Here is where you get to offer your opinion on the subject.  

Three Ways to Conclude You Paper using La Jolla Shores (a local beach) as an example.

1. End with a summary or final thought:

La Jolla Shores, then, is one of the most inviting beaches in San Diego.  The beaches there are wider, cleaner, and safer.  It is not surprising that a growing number of San Diegans are traveling to La Jolla Shores to experience this great beach.

2. A thought-provoking question:

Appeal to the reader that your subject is bigger than your essay.

Comment on any one of these:

The future

Which choice should be made

Why is your subject important

Wouldn’t La Jolla Shores be the beach of choice for anyone who wants to experience an enjoyable day by the ocean?

3. A prediction or recommendation

Even with its growing popularity, La Jolla Shores will always be the most pleasant beach experiences San Diego has to offer.

Checklist

______Prewriting

______Outline list

______Rough draft (for class)

______Edited drafts (with correction marks)

Evaluate Your Essay

_______ Read the essay once without making any comment

________Draw a line under any awkward wording that is difficult to understand

_______Draw two lines under questionable spelling or grammar

_______Highlight the thesis statement (or draw a wavy line under it)

_______Highlight or wavy line under the main quality in each paragraph

_______Look for transitional words and phrases.  If there are none, make notes on your paper to put them in.

_______Write the words “vague” or “specific” in the margins next              to specific details.

_______Circle or highlight: slang, clichés, repetition, and misspelled words

________Pull out Hacker or open up the Hacker site: review your MLA.  If format is off, fix it.

Outline Form for Essays

Thesis Statement (paragraph #1)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


1st supporting point for paragraph #2 (transition from previous paragraph: First, etc.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Specific support #1__________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________

Specific support #2__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Specific support #3__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Concluding remark

__________________________________________________________________

2nd supporting point for paragraph #3 (transition from previous paragraph)

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Specific support #1 _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Specific support #2__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Specific support #3__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Concluding remark 

__________________________________________________________________

3rd supporting point for paragraph #4  (Transition from previous paragraph)

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Specific support #1 __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Specific support #2__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Specific support #3__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Concluding remark (tie into your next paragraph)

__________________________________________________________________

Conclusion: (tie-in 3 points and thesis)

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

